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Five Songs or Funeral Dirges
 The desolation and misery of Jerusalem (1)
 The Lord’s anger with His people (2)
 The author’s complaint and hope (3)
 Judah’s past and present (4)
	 A	final	appeal	to	the	Lord	(5)

Summary of Lamentations
 A minority of Judah had been responsive
  They knew what God had said about their sins
  They took it to heart
  They repented ... or they remained faithful
 Most of the people, however, were resistant
  They knew what God had said about their sins
  They ignored, denied or put it behind their backs
  They needed God’s loving discipline (Deut 28)
 Through discipline, the resistant repented
  They learned again about the wages of sin: it brings tragedy, sorrow, separation, pain and loss
  Became soft and humble of heart
  Agreed with God’s perspective and repented
  Turned to Him with a renewed responsiveness of faith, trust and obedience
  Began “new lives” with Him as their old lives were absolutely irrecoverable now
 And so Lamentations served as a reminder
  Never forget what happened
 Lamentations served as a warning
  Never let this happen again!
 Lamentations served as a source of comfort
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lamentations

LAMENTATIONS SUMMARIZED IN A WORD OR PHRASE: “Funeral Dirge”
FUNERAL DIRGE
 Your song would have served as a reminder
  Zechariah 7:1-7; never forget what happened
 It would have served as a warning
  Never let this happen again!
 And ... it would have served as a source of comfort
  We’re knocked down, but we’re not knocked out
  God’s mercies are new every morning for the humble, brokenhearted and repentant
THE BASICS ...
 Who: an unknown eyewitness (Jeremiah)   When:	around	586	BC	(between	586-583/582)
 Where:	probably	to	the	exiled	remnant	in	Babylon	and/or	Egypt 
 Why:	Lamentations	is	“…	is	a	funeral	dirge	over	an	irrecoverable	past.”	–H.	L.	Ellison

LESSON THEME: How God turned the resistant into the repentant
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  We’re knocked down, but we’re not knocked out
  God’s mercies are new every morning for the humble, brokenhearted and repentant

application: Turning the resistant into the repentant

Some of Us Have Been Turned
 Some of us were once resistant ... but were turned through corrective Divine discipline
 That discipline we brought on ourselves may have even spilled over onto others
 We’ve experienced the grief that comes from such a tragedy, and the pain that comes from having to acknowledge 
 our sin and itsconsequences
 We’ve written our own book of lamentations

Some of Us Are Yet to Be Turned
 Others of us are running the risk of …
 Self-righteously overestimating our own responsiveness to the Lord and His Word
 Pridefully underestimating our resistance to the changes He wishes to make in our lives
 Which road are you walking down?
 Will it take the Lord’s discipline for you to follow Him more fully?

Are You Responsive or Resistant?
 The responsive …
	 	 Know	what	God	has	said	first-hand	from	the	Word
  Believe it and internalize it
  Progressively, intentionally and graciously align their daily thoughts, decisions and actions to it
  Dependently ask the Holy Spirit of God to empower them to walk in His ways—daily
  See evidences of life change and increased joy
  Have their hearts broken over what breaks His
 The resistant …
  Know what God has said, but only second-hand
  Believe it … but rationalize, justify and excuse the slowness of their internalization
  Pray irregularly except for times of personal stress or crisis … or during another’s stress or crisis
	 	 Have	a	“when/then”	attitude	toward	change
  Seldom see evidences of life change; joyless
  Have their hearts broken over petty things
TAre you responsive or resistant?

Hope for the Partly Resistant
 We need to get into God’s Word
	 	 Know	what	He’s	said	for	yourself	first-hand
  Nourishment only comes through digestion
 We need to get on our knees
  Have a humble and teachable spirit of a servant
  Ask for sensitivity and responsiveness to Him
 Meet regularly with others who will encourage us ... and keep us accountable

FOR NEXT TIME: _______________________________
©2024 by Dr. John W. Egner unless otherwise indicated. All rights reserved.
CONTACT: BillE@christchapelbc.org   ADMIN: LaurieE@christchapelbc.org 
YOUTUBE VIDEOS + HANDOUTS www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLGhFjfAlhYpqC2XYXZJXiwut_8g7P3qhF
PODCAST: https://feeds.transistor.fm/old-testament-survey
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Broken people

Ruined kingdom

Penitent nation

Suffering prophet

G
od

’s
Pu

ni
sh

m
en

t

ca
us

e

Mourning city

Je
re

m
ia

h’
s

R
es

po
ns

e
R

em
na

nt
’s

R
es

po
ns

e

re
pe

nt
an

ce
ho

pe

© 2017 Dr. John W. Egner



4


