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A Coming Day of Judgment (1:2–3:8)
 Against the whole world (1:2-3)
	 	 Notice	the	Noahic	flood	language	(see	Gen	6)
	 It	will	begin	with	God’s	people	(1:4–2:3)
	 	 Special	revelation:	responsibility	and	judgment
	 	 Judah	is	judged	for	her	syncretism
	 	 She’s	judged	for	her	heartless	religiosity
	 	 But	repent	now	…	and	perhaps	God	will	even	yet	be	merciful!
	 It	will	spread	to	the	Gentile	nations	(2:4-15)
	 	 West:	Philistia;	East:	Moab	and	Ammon
	 	 South:	Egypt/Ethiopia;	North:	Assyria
	 	 For	your	oppression	borne	of	arrogance
	 	 For	an	indifferent,	complacent,	carefree	attitude
	 	 For	your	prideful	self-sufficiency
	 Even	consuming	Jerusalem	(3:1-8)
  For harboring oppressors who disregard rights
  For harboring rebels	who	refuse	to	submit
  For harboring defilers	who’re	polluted	by	sinful	influences	and	practices
	 	 The	holy	city	is	unholy	…	and	God	has	had	enough

Lessons for Judah
 God	isn’t	fooled	by	appearances,	by	your	superficial	repentance

COMING UP...   JUL 14: Jeremiah part 1 (chs. 1–33)   JUL 21: Jeremiah part 2 (chs. 34–52)   JUL 28: Habakkuk   AUG 4: Lamentations   AUG 11: Obadiah
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THE TIMES ...
	 Nahum	was	sent	to	Nineveh	to	announce	her	impending	judgment	(occurred	in	612	BC)
	 Hezekiah’s	son	and	grandson,	Manasseh	and	Amon,	have	just	finished	their	wicked	57-year	rule
	 (see	2	Kings	21)	…
	 	 They’ve	willingly	been	Assyria’s	loyal	vassal
	 	 They’ve	adopted	Assyria’s	ways	and	worship
	 	 They’ve	hung	“Damocles’	Sword”	over	Judah
	 Now	“Josiah	the	Reformer”	has	come	to	Judah’s	throne	implementing	sweeping	spiritual	changes	in	accordance
	 with	the	newly	rediscovered	Word	of	God	(see	2	Kings	22–23)
	 But	while	Josiah’s	reforms	are	changing	the	outward	appearance	of	the	kingdom,	they’re	not	penetrating	deep	
	 nto	the	people’s	hearts
	 Judah’s	repentance	is	only	“skin	deep”
	 So	Zephaniah	is	sent	to	warn	and	to	beg

ZAPHANIAH SUMMARIZED IN A WORD OR PHRASE: “The Day”
[See “Pre-Exilic Kings and Prophets in Israel and Judah” chart, p. 5]

THE BASICS ...
	 Who:	Zephaniah	(“The	Lord	hides”)			When:	pre-exilic	(640-621	BC)			Where:	primarily	to	Judah	and	Jerusalem
	 Why:	“Zephaniah’s	purpose	was	to	announce	coming	judgment	on	Judah	in	the	Day	of	the	Lord.	However,	he
	 	 	 said	that	judgment	would	extend	to	all	the	nations	of	the	earth,	indicating	that	the	Day	of	the	Lord
	 	 	 would	also	bring	deliverance	for	Israel	and	the	Gentiles.”	–Dr.	Charles	Dyer

LESSON THEME: Repentance is known by new obedience
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	 As	the	Holy	One,	God	will	judge	sin;	“God	will	not	let	His	children	sin	successfully.”
	 Illustration:	the	monkey	trap	>
	 When	the	sinner	won’t	offer	himself	to	God	as	a	living	sacrifice	(Rom	12),
	 he’ll	become	the sacrifice	for	and victim	of	his	own	sin

A Coming Day of Joy (3:9-20)
 But	God	isn’t	leading	them	to	Babylon	to	leave	them	in	Babylon	…
	 	 They	will	return	(3:9-10)
	 	 Israel	will	turn	to	Him;	He	will	come	for	them
	 The	remnant	will	return	to	the	Promised	Land
	 They	will	be	restored	(3:11-13)
	 	 Their	fortunes	will	be	reversed
	 They	will	rejoice!	(3:14-20)

Lessons for Judah
 God	will	not	always	be	angry	with	you
 He will	turn	toward	you	again,	healing	and	restoring	you	(see	Numbers	23:19-20)
	 His	chastening	is	only	for	a	little	while,	for	your	purification	and	holiness
	 One	day,	the	whole	earth	will	recognize	and	worship	God	for	how	He’s	dealt	with	you
	 One	day,	God	says,	My	people	will	be	a	blessing	to	the	entire	world

application 1: Repentance is known by new obedience
“Superficial” Repentance
	 Loves	remorse	and	religiosity
	 Is	looking	for	a	quick	fix	or	a	shortcut	so	it	can	just	“get	on	with	it”
	 Has	an	attitude	of	“this	change	is	enough”	rather	than	“do	whatever	it	takes,	Lord”
	 Believes	God	is	pleased	and/or	fooled	by	wearing	this	“mask”	of	superficiality
	 Desires	“to	appear”	more	than	“to	be”
	 Such	ones	are	the	“monkeys”	with	their	hand	caught	in	the	gourd
	 Such	ones	are	too	attached	to	the	world	and	its	ways	to	trust	and	surrender	more
	 Such	ones	keep	up	appearances	and	pretend;	but	their	hearts	are	growing	harder	every	day
	 In	reality	such	ones	are	defiant,	indifferent,	callous	and	complacent	towards	holiness

Bottom Line
 Pretenders will be	exposed	and	disciplined
	 When	the	sinner	won’t	offer	himself	to	God	as	a	living	sacrifice	(Rom	12:1-2),	he’ll	instead	become	the	sacrifice	for	and 
 victim	of	his	own	sin	(Rom	6:23)
 BUT	…	those	who	repent	will	be	shown	mercy	and	restored	by	the	Lord	(1	John	1:9	-	Peter)
	 Believer:	Remember	the	pile	…

Questions
	 Is	your	heart	cold,	lukewarm	or	hot	toward	the	Lord,	His	Word	and	His	worship	today?
	 Do	you	have	a	“Sunday	only”	relationship?
	 Where	have	you	grown	weary	of	walking	with	the	Lord	and	obeying	Him?
	 Does	your	lifestyle	(speech,	actions,	attitudes)	magnify	the	Lord	or	does	it	instead	disgrace	His	name	in	front	of	others?

application 2: The faithful worship while they wait on God
Worship While We Wait
	 Focus	on	God’s	timeless	character	over	our	present-day	suffering
	 Worship	Him	for	Who	He	is	…
	 	 He’s	an	all-powerful	Savior
	 	 He’ll	always	be	with	you	and	never	forsake	you
	 	 He’s	compassionate	and	merciful	to	the	humble

A monkey trap
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	 	 He’s	the	protector	of	the	weak	and	of	those	who	wait	and	depend	on	Him
	 	 He	is	faithful	and	just
	 Pray	the	Psalms;	sing	hymns	or	spiritual	songs	to	yourself	(see	Eph	5:18-20)
	 Have	hope	…	because	God	is	faithful	to	do	what	He	says	He’ll	do—one	day	He’ll	turn	your	day	of	suffering	into	a	day 
	 of	joy
	 Continue	to	walk	in	the	light	with	Him	while	you’re	waiting
	 Wait	on	Him	to	do	His	good	work
	 Encourage	one	another	in	these	truths	because	…
 Every	believer	is	fighting	some battle every	day	that	you	know	nothing	about!
 We need	to	worship	together,	encourage	one	another	and	wait	patiently	together	(for	instance,	in	a	Home	Group)

Zephaniah Would Remind Us …
	 True	repentance	can	be	recognized	by	a	new	obedience	in	the	opposite	direction
	 The	faithful	worship	while	they	wait	on	God

“Zephaniah” by James Tissot
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FOR NEXT TIME: _______________________________
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