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Jeremiah’s Calling (1)
	 He’s from a priestly line and a priestly city
	 He’s a man of some means (e.g. 32:9 the field)
	 He’s reluctant …
		  Believes he’s too young or too inexperienced
		  Believes he’s not eloquent enough
	 But God has called him to serve
		  Approximately 627-586 BC; age 20 to age 61
	 God says He will strengthen him

Jeremiah’s Message (2–10)
	 He warns an unrepentant people of coming judgment
		  Judah, like her wayward sister Israel, is an idolater and a spritual adulterer
		  She’s made alliances with Egypt and Assyria
		  She acts one way in the Temple and another way during the week
		  She’s unteachable and unrepentant
		  Judgment is coming from the north, from Babylon

Jeremiah’s Message (11–19)
	 He announces signs to awaken even their last-minute repentance
		  Chapter 11: a broken covenant
		  Chapter 13: a rotten linen cloth
		  Chapter 14: a terrible drought
		  Chapters 14–15: he’s forbidden to pray
		  Chapter 16: he’s forbidden to marry
		  Chapter 18: a still wet lump of clay
		  Chapter 19: a sun-dried clay jar

Jeremiah’s Trials (20–28)
	 He suffers for his faithfulness

Diving bell

COMING UP...    JULY 21: Jeremiah part 2 (chs. 34–52)    JULY 28: Habakkuk    AUG 4: Lamentations    AUG 11: Obadiah    AUG 18: Ezekiel part 1 (chs. 1–32)
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jeremiah
PART 1  (chapters 1–33)

JEREMIAH SUMMARIZED IN A WORD OR PHRASE: “Unconditional Surrender”
[See “Pre-Exilic Kings and Prophets in Israel and Judah” chart, p. 6] 
THE TIMES ...
Josiah’s reforms had removed the idols from people’s homes … but not from 
	 their hearts
Judah’s repentance has been only “skin deep”
So Jeremiah along with Zephaniah have been sent “against the wind” to warn 
	 and to beg Judah to repent
The darkness is growing …
The pressure is rising …
THE BASICS ...
Who: Jeremiah (“YHWH establishes”)  When: pre-exilic (627-586 BC; 41 years)  Where: primarily to Judah and Jerusalem
Why: “Jeremiah arranged his message in a logical pattern in developing the theme of God’s judgment.” –Charles Dyer

LESSON THEME: Stand firm under pressure
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		  Chapter 20: Pashur, the Temple priest, has him arrested, whipped and put in stocks at the gate
		  Chapter 20: God won’t answer his questions and complaints, so he laments to himself
	 	 Chapter 26: The Temple mob seeks to kill him (see 11:21 where his hometown wants him dead)
		  Chapters 32–33: He’s imprisoned
		  Ignored & reviled; futility & discouragement

God’s Promises (29–33)
	 Yet … in spite of all this … he announces God’s hope and future for all Israel
		  Chapter 29: Sends a letter to the Babylonian exiles
		  Chapter 30: The Lord promises restoration and a reversal of fortunes for Israel and Judah
		  Chapter 31: God promises them a New Covenant
	 	 Chapter 32: He purchases a field in Anathoth
		  Chapter 33: God promises them future peace as well as prosperity

Summary (1–33)
	 God calls Jeremiah as His spokesman (1)
	 He warns an unrepentant Judah of her coming judgment (2–10)
	 He gives them signs—hopefully to awaken their last-minute repentance (11–19)
	 He suffers for his faithfulness (20–28)
	 Yet he announces God’s hope and future for all Israel through a New Covenant (29–33)

Jeremiah Stood Firm
	 In spite of …
	 	 Loneliness (no spouse or family 16:2)
		  Hardship, physical danger and even death threats
	 	 Repeated conflict and confrontation
		  Being reviled by his own family, hometown, etc.
		  Disappointment, discouragement, helplessness
		  Seeing no fruit from his ministry
	 He’s often called “the weeping prophet”
	 He’s an exceptional picture of the Lord Jesus

application: Stand firm under pressure
What Strengthened Jeremiah?
	 His calling and commission
		  He was God’s and bound up in His purposes
		  He knew Who he represented
		  Eph 1:3-14; Matt 28:19-20; 2 Tim 2:3-4
	 His quiet times
		  He talked with God frequently and consistently
		  He waited long enough in prayer to hear His voice
		  John 15:4-5
	 His “put spiritual things first” decisions
		  Not as a diplomat: “Is it safe?”
		  Not as a politician: “Is it popular?”
		  But based on the Word of God: “Is it right?”
		  He trusted God with the outcomes resulting from his “put spiritual things first” decisions
		  Matt 6:33
	 His undying confidence in God and His promises (Num 23:19-20)
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Where Do You Need To Stand Firm?
	 What does your soul weep over, perhaps only to yourself, when you’re alone?
		  A circumstance you didn’t create … and can’t control ... or get out of?
	 	 A relationship … particularly one in conflict?
		  A future that isn’t what you expected?
		  Ridicule?
		  Disappointment and/or discouragement?
		  Feeling helpless to change anything in your life?

Stand Firm!
	 Whether he realized it or not, by standing firm under pressure—by being faithful to do what he knew to do— 
	 Jeremiah fulfilled God’s will for his life …
	 … and so will you!

JEREMIAH
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the fall after the fall

“Jeremiah”
by James Tissot
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