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God Is Jealous For His People (1)
 He speaks of Himself (vv. 2-8)
  He is jealous (Ex 34:14)
   For His Name, His glory, His worship

COMING UP...   JUL 7: Zephaniah   JUL 14: Jeremiah part 1 (chs. 1–33)   JUL 21: Jeremiah part 2 (chs. 34–52)   JUL 28: Habakkuk   AUG 4: Lamentations   AUG 11: Obadiah
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NAHUM SUMMARIZED IN A WORD OR PHRASE: “Victory!”
THE TIMES ...
 100-150 years ago God had sent Jonah to 
 Nineveh to announce judgment and doom
 Surprisingly the king and people repented;
 God temporarily relented from destroying them
 But there was no lasting repentance or change
 Assyria has attacked Judah under Hezekiah
 God would no longer withhold His judgment
 So He sends Nahum to Judah with the news
    Nineveh from above (artist rendering)

 Nineveh (artist rendering) Example of rebuilt gate Replica of gate (British Museum)

     Ishtar’s Temple (artist rendering)            A winged lion for a gate              Ruins of Nineveh today

THE BASICS ...
Who: Nahum – “comfort” or “consolation”  When: Pre-exilic (about 663-654 BC)  Where: writing to Judah about Nineveh
Why: “The purpose of the book was to bring comfort to Judah by announcing the coming destruction of Nineveh. 
  That destruction was coming because of God’s justice and Nineveh’s sin.” –Charles Dyer

LESSON THEME: Live as a victor … not a victim!

Location of Nineveh on a modern-day map
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   For His relationship with His people (e.g. Hosea/marriage)
   For His people’s loyalty and affection (Jas 4:5)
  He is avenging (Deut 32:35, 41; Ps 94:1)
   For justice
   For His Law/Word
   Toward His people’s oppressors
  He is wrathful (rage Nahum 1:2-3)
   Against sin
   Against those who oppose Him
   But He is slow to anger; measured and calculated but thorough
  He is good (Nahum 1:7-8)
   A strong refuge in times of trouble
   Close and caring toward those who trust Him
   He is severe and He is kind (cf. Rom 11:22)
 He speaks to Nineveh (vv. 9-11, 14)
  Your schemes will fail
  Your people will not escape
  You have plotted evil against Me and My people
  You are despicable/vile
 He speaks to Judah (vv. 12-13, 15)
  Assyria’s allies will not be able to help them
  I will set you free from their bondage
  I will conquer your enemy
  You will live in peace
  You will celebrate!

God Acts Sovereignly For You (2)
 He will send invaders to Nineveh (vv. 1-5)
 He will overthrow the city (vv. 6-10)
 Its leaders will be taunted [and marched away] in defeat (vv. 11-13)

God’s Judgment Is Just (3)
 Because they shed innocent blood (vv. 1-3)
 Because they worshiped idols (vv. 4-7)
	 Because	they	were	proud	and	self-confident	(vv.	8-19)

And So Judah …
 I will set you free from your enemy!
 Be comforted
	 	 I	am	sovereignly	in	charge;	I	have	the	final	word
 Live with hope and joy
  I am Who I say I am; I will do what I’ve said I’ll do
 Live distinctly holy lives now
  Live out My inevitable and soon-coming victory in your life today

application: Live as a victor … not a victim!
God Announces Victory
 Nahum (1:15)
	 	 Judah,	you	can	rejoice	because	I	will	fully	and	finally	defeat	your	enemy	Assyria	(612	BC)
 Isaiah (52:7)
	 	 Judah,	you	can	rejoice	because	I	will	fully	and	finally	defeat	your	enemy	Babylon	(535	BC)
 Paul (Rom 10:15)
	 	 Christian,	you	can	rejoice	because	I	have	fully	and	finally	defeated	your	enemies:	sin/death/Satan
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Living As Victors, Not Victims
 “I have set you free from your enemies!”
 Be comforted and live at peace
	 	 Live	in	the	quiet	confidence	that	the	One	Who	has	the	final	word	in	all	things	is	your	heavenly	Father
 Be characterized by hope and joy in tomorrow
 Live distinctly holy lives
  Live out God’s victory in your life today
  Romans 12:9-21

Some Final Observations
	 When	you’re	in	times	of	affliction/trouble	…
 You just have to “win” today’s battle; let tomorrow take care of itself
 Your misery may become your ministry
	 Affliction/trouble	will	either	make	you	bitter	…	or	it’ll	make	you	better
 God wants you to walk with Him as a victorious one, as one of His overcomers

FOR NEXT TIME: _______________________________

©2024 by Dr. John W. Egner unless otherwise indicated. All rights reserved.
CONTACT: BillE@christchapelbc.org   ADMIN: LaurieE@christchapelbc.org 
YOUTUBE VIDEOS + HANDOUTS www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLGhFjfAlhYpqC2XYXZJXiwut_8g7P3qhF
PODCAST: https://feeds.transistor.fm/old-testament-survey
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“Nahum” by James Tissot
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