GOMING UP MAY 12 NO CLASS (I\/Iothers Day) MAY 19: 2 Kings part 4 (chs 18—20) MAY 26 NO CLASS (Memor/a/ Day) JUN 2 Mlcah JUN 9: Isaiah part 1 (chs. 1-39)

[See “Pre-Exilic Kings and Prophets in Israel and Judah” chart, p. 6]
JOEL SUMMARIZED IN A WORD OR PHRASE: “Day of the Lord”
WHAT IS THE “DAY OF THE LORD”?
AN.E.: When a mighty warrior-king could consummate an epic battle in a single day

O.T.: A “day” of tribulation for Israel/Judah
Discipline/suffering for repentance/purification

O.T.: A “day” of triumph for Israel/Judah
Gentile oppressors will be judged for their sins

O.T.: A “day” of reversal of fortunes
Gentile nations will be “put down”
God will bountifully restore what He “took”

A REVERSAL OF FORTUNES
Day of Israel’s Distress Day of the Lord
Gentiles victorious Israel victorious
/REPENT\
Israel defeated Gentile nations defeated
THE BASICS ...

Who: Who: Joel (“YHWH is God”) When: pre-exilic; perhaps 835 B.C. Where: to Judah
Why: “Using a recent locust plague as an object lesson, Joel wrote of a future invasion in the Day of the Lord
and of the blessing that would follow when Israel would repent and be restored by God.” -Dr. Charles Dyer

LESSON THEME: “God will not allow His children to sin successfully.” -Charles Spurgeon

A Present Crisis (1:1-20)

A present “day” of tribulation for Judah
God has sent drought and locusts as His discipline >
He's seeking to gain His people’s repentance

A "day"” of triumph
The locust “army” can be driven back
Agricultural fertility can be restored

A reversal of fortunes

At the Lord’s direction, barrenness will be turned into
fruitfulness ... with your repentance

A Coming Conflict (2:1-27)

A soon-coming “day” of tribulation for Judah A local farmer Wlks in a swarm of desert locusts
in Meru, Kenya on February 9, 2021.

A "locust-like” army will be God's discipline

The Assyrian “locusts” will invade and devour

Heart-level repentance and trust is required
A "day" of triumph 1



With repentance and dependence on the Lord
Assyria will be driven back; Judah will be delivered
A reversal of fortunes
With repentance, the barrenness of calamity will be turned into the fruitfulness of deliverance

The Final Day (2:28-3:21)
The promise at the “dawn” of the final “Day”
Hebrews 1:2; Acts 2:14-21

To paraphrase Peter: As surely as the things Joel predicted have come true (so far), so does this event announce the
final "Day”

Meaning there will be tribulation ahead for Israel
Meaning eventually there will be triumph for Israel
Meaning one day Israel’s fortunes will be reversed

Peter’s Use of Joel
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The Final Day of the Lord
An eschatological “day” of tribulation
Gentile oppression will be God's discipline
Gentile armies of the world will gather against her
Heart-level repentance and trust will be required
A "day” of triumph
The Lord Himself will return, gather and lead His army in triumph over these Gentile nations
The Lord will judge the Gentile nations with respect to their sins against Israel
A reversal of fortunes (3:17-21)
Israel will live in the holy city of Jerusalem
Their barren land will be restored to fruitfulness
They will be a purified people
They will live in peace under the rule of their glorious King

But in 835 B.C. ...
Judah’s heart has grown colder and wandered
She’s satisfied with just “getting by” in her relationship with her Lord
She's been negligent toward His Word
Maybe she has the “"when/then” isorder
Maybe it's just living in sin or spiritual adultery
The Lord has sent locusts ...
They need to repent ... TODAY!

APPLICATION: God won't allow His children to sin successfully

How He Treats His Wandering Child
A "day"” of tribulation
Have locusts been eating your life’s “crops?”
Have you become complacent, lazy or satisfied with just “getting by" in your relationship with the Lord?
Do you have the “when/then” disorder?



Have you been negligent or spiritually adulterous?
Are you just in outright sin?
Have you even noticed the barrenness yet?

When you look in the rearview mirror of your life are there patches of “waste” back there? Wasted days, months ...
or even years?

You need to know that God has sent or allowed those “locusts” into your life to “eat up” and “devour”
He's done it—as He did to Judah—to get your attention, and to get you to turn to Him in repentance and trust

How He Treats the Repentant
Heart-level repentance
2 Cor 7:9-11
A "day” of triumph awaits
It's never too late!
He will drive the “locusts” back
His refreshing “rain” will fall again on your soul
He will cause new, bountiful life to spring up where before there was only barrenness
A reversal of fortunes awaits. ..

"You cannot have back your time, but there is a strange and wonderful way in which God can give back to you the
wasted blessings, the unripened fruits of years over which you mourned ... It is a pity that they should have been
locust-eaten by your folly and negligence; but if they have been so, be not hopeless concerning them.”

C.H. Spurgeon

God will not allow His children to sin successfully; nor will He refrain from blessing the repentant.

FOR NEXT TIME:

CONTACT: BillE@christchapelbc.org  ADMIN: LaurieE@christchapelbc.org

YOUTUBE VIDEOS + HANDOUTS Private link; page is not searchable): https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLGhFjfAlhYpqC2XYXZJXiwut_897P3ghF
PODCAST: https://feeds.transistor.fm/old-testament-survey

©2024 by Dr. John W. Egner unless otherwise indicated. All rights reserved.

JOEL
Judgment on Israel Deliverance of Israel
The Identification of the Locusts in Joel 1:4 in the Day of the Lord | in the Day of the Lord
The four types of locusts identified by Joel are apparently four suc- history | prophecy | history prophecy
cessive stages in the development of the swarming desert locust. Joel =
1:4 records the order in which the locusts appeared in the land, while 2 Z:fo . ) g - 2
2:25 presents the logical order in which the locust develops (start- B _5 =3 g w5 <
ing with the adult and then showing the development of their S 3 o g g g - £
offspring). The order found in Joel 1:4 is as follows: 28 ol g 52 |s
“Locust swarm” (N1v)/“Gnawing locust” (NasB) = young locusts = = 22 g g2 g
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“Great locusts” (N1v)/“Swarming locust” (NasB) = mature locusts 2 § '% A 28 % A
“Young locusts” (nx1v)/“Creeping locust” (Nass) = newly hatched locusts g3 § £ £ g é; £
. . » _ g _
“Other locusts” (n1v)/“Stripping locust” (Nass) = younger locusts T S & .8 == & .8
John A. Thompson, “Translation of the Words for Locust,” Bible Translator 25 1:1 2:1 2:18 2:28
1:20 2:17 2:27 3:21
TIMELINE OF JOEL
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The Ryrie Study Bible Expanded Edition, ©1995 Moody Bible Institute




“Joel wrote to warn his
audience about a coming
day in which God would
judge His people. He
compared this devastating
judgment to a terrible locust
invasion that had fairly
recently swept through the
land. What he said about
this coming judgment has
only seen partial fulfillment;
some of it still lies in the
eschatological future (i.e.,
the eschaton or end times
for planet earth). God would
send blessing as well as
judgment, however, and this
too has only come partially
on the Israelites so far. The
prophet warned his hearers
that unless they repented
of their empty formalism in
worship, and turned back

to Yahweh wholeheartedly,
devastating judgment
would overtake them. If
they repented, God would
pardon them and restore

it - s

His blessings to them
abundantly.”

TOM CONSTABLE

“Joel” by James Tissot

The Day of the LorD 132

Joel 1:15; 3:14-16

Setting of Joel

Joel might have prophesied during
the reign of Jeroboam Il (793-753 Bc)
or following the Exile (after 538 Bc).
The area around JupaH is shown,

along with places mentioned in 3:4-8. ¢
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The day of the Lord is a central concept in the hook of Joel. The term day of the Loro first ap-

The Life Application

Study Bible, ©2007

Tyndale House
ublishers, Inc.

Isa 13:6-13 peared in the prophecy of Amos (Amos 5:18), but it did not originate with him. Amos was cor-
JEEZL‘I‘(%SLLS recting a popular misunderstanding that the Israelites already held. They believed that the
Amos 5:18-20 day of the Lord would be a joyous day of salvation when God would intervene in the world to
Zeph 1:14-18; 2:1-3 judge Israel’s enemies and reestablish Israelite rule over all of greater Canaan. Amos warned
Zech 14:1-21 them that the day of the Lord would not be light for them, but darkness, for they were in

rc&tl ‘;{?'75_21 rebellion against the Lord (e.g., Amos 5:10-12, 21-27). Self-confident Israelites assumed that

1 Thes 5:1-4 God was always on their side, but their sins had, in fact, made them God’s enemies, and they
2 Pet 3:3-14

deserved his full punishment. A little over a century after Amos, Zephaniah said very similar
things to the Judeans about the day of the Lord (e.g., Zeph 1:7-18). The theme became part

of the standard vocabulary of the prophets, often being referred to simply as “that day” (Isa

2:11; 27:1; Jer 31:1; Hos 2:18; Mic 7:11; Zech 3:10).

Joel interpreted the locust plague much as Amos or Zephaniah would have done (see 1:7-9,
14-18). Joel saw the plague as a sign that the day of the Lord was near, and that God was judg-
ing the people of Judah and Jerusalem for their sins. Their only proper response was to gather
in the Temple and repent. In the second half of the book, however, Joel foretold a day of the
Lord yet to come. At that time, God would pour out his Spirit on Israel (2:28-32); he would re-
store his repentant people, vindicate them, and punish the nations that had oppressed them.
In this way, Joel combines both understandings of the day of the Lord. It is a day of judgment
for all who rebel against God, including sinful Israelites. But it is also a day of salvation for
those who have listened to the words of the prophets and have turned to the Lord.




il o) 1Y)
3 s <

) § <-‘ & = W M ,, \\ ——- I V | n h“
) G Dk =

T 7 Ty 500w
Nﬁ it I S — N A

" . "

W

>

= T e R 1 Ty 0y
R MV e g LI¥e%)
AL 7@/ “am— Ny Gl | =
D | RNy /v ,,\‘,_i\ AR %W B
GG HYI¥ST e I/ B s
oo % > TR QN QAIVISHAN
,,ﬂ_,w 9 iy 1 NI
== e @ JI W N gﬁ
£ MV S
Lo TIND fo L
€ HYINWHAZZ VAN
STHYIVSI A\
= . NOUN 1Y
-~ INOYINOY 17 09 Al
= 102 SIHNO KD Qe QY QN S Y0 NOISSYA HIICD Q3T SyE7 409 05,
(0 ®
0dSH S009 K

300K SALVIH

l—u OLh.Lﬁ ,r T QeI

SI3I0YJ Y3HIO JH1 Qv
JANOL SHOSS 30 NS ANV 10
TS 30704 .

HEIWAHAN-YZ1 40 Q03 3 T30
NIV Y07 1 N3 Y LN 1

100008 SowmL 0o




Pre-Exilic Kings and Prophets in Israel and Judah

885
Zimri HOSEA 753-715
AHUAH 934-009  (7days) ELUAH 875-848 JONAH 793-753(2)
e Ton S ey e
(4years) | AMOS 760-750
930 Omri - ., 7
“Mowﬁuws I s (12years) 703 752 Hoshea Kings
” Nadab 886 M_WN_% Jeroboam Il Shallum (9years)
(2years) _ Elah (2 years) 814 a1 years) 1 month) I
(2years)| g7, Jehoahaz Menahem PROPHETS
Ahab 852 (17 years) :S\ENN
908 (22years) ~ |Joram 798 ; All dates are B.C.
753| Pekahiah O
wwmmm_%n (12 years) Jehoash Zechariah| (2years) and approximate
¥ 841 (16 years) Total years of
(6 months) . .
Jehu 740 reign sometimes
(28 years) Pekah include years
(8years) of co-regence

722
END OF THE

NORTHERN KINGDOM
deported to Assyria
by Shalmaneser

THE NORTHERN KINGDOM OF ISRAEL (10 tribes)

925 910 895 880 865 850 835 820 805 790 775 760 745 730 715 700 685 670 655 640 625 610 595

586
; END OF THE
THE SOUTHERN KINGDOM OF JUDAH (2 tribes) oAy
KINGDOM
deported to
Bablyon by
835 " Nebuchadnezzar
910 Jehoram (40years) 792 Ahaz Josiah Jehoahaz Zedekiah
Asa (8years) Uzziah (16 years) R_w__wwwu__ (31years) (3 months) :J V\og_@
(41 years) 841 (52 years) 750 y 642 Jehoiakim
913 872 Ahaziah 796 Jotham 715 Amon (11 years) wom o ehi
Abijah Jehoshaphat (1 ear Amaziah (16 years) Hezekiah (2years Jeholachin
(3years) (25 years) Athaliah (queen) (29years) Y |
I (6 years) HULDAH 632
930 JEHU 853 S ]
Rehoboam JEREMIAH 627-586
(17 years) JOEL 835-796 (7) ] —.
. IRAIAH 788681 mmmm HABAKKUK 612-569
MICAIAH 865-853

Adapted from The Life Application Study Bible, ©2007 Tyndale House Publishers, Inc.

MICAH 742-687

[ ZEPHANIAH 640-621 I
NAHUM 663-654 OBADIAH 598-580



