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I  THINK. I  FEEL. I  AM ...  ______________

J O H N  1 1 : 1 - 4 4
hurt

I .  I  f e e l  h u r t  w h e n  G o d  l e t s  s o m e t h i n g  _________ h a p p e n .
 Now a ce r ta in man was i l l ,  Lazarus of  Bethany,  the v i l lage of  Mar y and he r s iste r  Mar tha .
 I t  was Mar y who anointed the Lord with o intme nt and wiped h is feet  with he r ha i r,  whose brothe r
 Lazarus was i l l .  So the s iste rs se nt to h im ,  saying ,  “ Lord ,  he whom you love is i l l .”   v v.  1-3

I I .  I  f e e l  h u r t  w h e n  G o d  d o e s n ’ t  _________________ l i k e  I  h o p e d  H e  w o u l d .
 So,  whe n he heard that Lazarus was i l l ,  he stayed two days longe r in the p lace whe re he was.   v.  6

I I I .  I  f e e l  h u r t  w h e n  G o d  d o e s n ’ t  s e e m  t o  ________________________ t h e  d e p t h  o f  m y  p a i n .
 Mar tha sa id to Jesus ,  “ Lord ,  i f  you had bee n he re ,  my brothe r would not have d ied ."   v.  21

_____________ b y  G o d .
Now Jesus loved Mar tha and he r s iste r  and Lazarus.   v.  5

   __________________________ b y  G o d ,  w h o  w e e p s  f o r  m e .
Whe n Jesus saw he r wee ping ,  and the Jews who had come with he r a lso wee ping ,
he was dee ply moved in h is sp i r i t  and great ly t roubled.  And he sa id ,  “ Whe re have
you la id h im? ” They sa id to h im ,  “ Lord ,  come and see.”  Jesus we pt .   v v.  33-35

     ________________________ i s  p o s s i b l e  f o r  t h e  g l o r y  o f  G o d .
So they took away the stone.  And Jesus l i f ted up h is eyes and sa id ,  “ Fathe r,  I  thank
you that you have heard me. I  knew that you a lways hear me ,  but I  sa id th is on account
of the people standing around ,  that  they may be l ieve that you se nt me.”  Whe n he had 
sa id these th ings ,  he c r ied out with a loud vo ice ,  “ Lazarus ,  come out .”  The man who 
had d ied came out ,  h is hands and feet  bound with l ine n str ips ,  and h is face wrapped 
with a c loth .  Jesus sa id to the m , “ Unbind h im ,  and let  h im go.”   v v.  41-44

When I think, I feel, I am hurt ...

But whe n Jesus heard i t  he sa id ,  “Th is i l lness does not lead to death .
I t  is  for  the g lor y of  God ,  so that the Son of  God may be g lor i f ied through i t .”

J O H N  11 : 4



A WONDERFUL OFFER
Being a Christian isn’t based on membership in a local church or keeping a set of rules. It involves a personal 
relationship with Jesus Christ and an understanding of who He is and what He has done to provide man 
with a way to experience God’s love for us. Here's how to know Jesus Christ as your personal Savior:
1. Realize that you are sinful and separated from God. (Romans 3:23; Isaiah 53:6)
2. Recognize that the penalty for your sin is death—eternal separation from God and all that is good. 
(Romans 6:23; Hebrews 9:27)
3. Understand that Jesus Christ took the penalty for your sin by dying in your place and that He rose again. 
(Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21)
4. Receive the free gift of salvation by trusting in Christ alone as your Savior. (Romans 4:4-5; Ephesians 2:8-9)
“For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not 
perish, but have eternal life.” (John 3:16 NASB) You can use this prayer to express your decision to God:
“Dear God, I know that I am a sinner. I believe that Jesus Christ died on the cross for me and rose from the 
dead. I trust in Him alone as the only way to get right with You. Thank You for the forgiveness of sins and the 
eternal life I now have. Amen.”

SERMON BLANKS:  bad, show up, understand, loved, understood, restoration

Ask the Holy Spirit to reveal His truth and wisdom as you go through this lesson. 
1. Read John 11:1-44. The raising of Lazarus is the last and greatest of Jesus’ signs before
His own resurrection. Why doesn’t Jesus go immediately when He learns of Lazarus'
illness? What do you learn about Jesus from His decision to wait?

2. In the first three points of the sermon, 
the pastor talked about how we can feel 
hurt by God when we don't understand our 
circumstances. When have you had these 
same thoughts?

3. What beliefs do you sense in Martha’s and 
Mary’s reactions to Jesus in verses 17-40? 
How are they similar to the first three points of 
the sermon?

4. Why do you think John stresses Jesus’ love 
for Lazarus and his sisters in this account (vv. 
3, 5, 36)? What does this emphasis tell you 
about who Jesus really is?

5. Why do you think Jesus was so deeply 
moved and wept (vv. 33, 35)? How do His 
actions here counter the thinking of the 
first three sermon points and lead you to 
understand God's love for you?

6. What has been the most helpful for you in 
studying this passage that you will use daily in 
your walk with the Lord?

DEVOTIONAL & HOME GROUP STUDY

“God’s love for  His own is 
not a pamper ing love;  i t  is  a 
per fect ing love.  The fact  that 
He loves us and we love Him 
is no guarantee that we wi l l  be 
she l te red f rom the problems 
and pains of  l i fe .  Af te r  a l l ,  the 
Father loves His Son ,  and yet 
the Father permit ted His be loved 
Son to dr ink the cup of  sor row 
and exper ience the shame and 
pain of  the cross.  We must never 
th ink that love and suf fer ing 
are incompatib le .  Cer ta in ly they 
uni te in Jesus Chr ist .
   . . .  Our Lord’s message to 
the s isters d id not say that 
the i r  brother would not d ie .  I t 
p romised only that death would 
not be the u l t imate resul t ,  for 
the u l t imate resul t  would be 
the g lor y of  God.  When we f ind 
ourse lves confronted by d isease , 
d isappointment ,  de lay and even 
death ,  our only encouragement 
is  the Word of  God.  We must l ive 
by fa i th and not by s ight .  The i r 
s i tuat ion seemed hopeless ,  yet 
the s isters knew that Jesus was 
the Master of  ever y s i tuat ion.”
W A R R E N  W I E R S B E


