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Hope for Paradise Lost
GENESIS 3:14-24

The Literary Structure of Genesis 3:14-19

  The Judgment on the Serpent (vv. 14-15)
  The Lord God said to the serpent, “Because you have done this, cursed are you above all livestock and above all beasts of
  the field; on your belly you shall go, and dust you shall eat all the days of your life. I will put enmity between you and the woman,
  and between your offspring and her offspring; he shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel.”

   The curse of the serpent

   The conquest of Satan

  The Judgment on the Woman (v. 16)
  To the woman he said, “I will surely multiply your pain in childbearing; in pain you shall bring
  forth children. Your desire shall be contrary to your husband, but he shall rule over you.” 

   Trouble with pregnancy and pain in childbirth

   Conflict and control with her husband

  The Judgment on the Man (vv.17-19)
  And to Adam he said, “Because you have listened to the voice of your wife and have eaten of the tree of which I
  commanded you, ‘You shall not eat of it,’ cursed is the ground because of you; in pain you shall eat of it all the days of
  your life; thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you; and you shall eat the plants of the field. By the sweat of your face
  you shall eat bread, till you return to the ground, for out of it you were taken; for you are dust, and to dust you shall return.”

   The curse upon the ground

   Difficulty and death with the earth

The Lifelong Significance of Genesis 3:20-24

  The Future for Humanity

  The Covering for Adam and Eve

  The Expulsion from Eden

THE CONFLICT THE CONQUEST
John 12:31-32

The “Serpent” offspring

    The Woman offspring

bruised head

bruised heel

For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the sons of God. For the creation was subjected
to futility, not willingly, but because of him who subjected it, in hope that the creation itself will be set free
from its bondage to corruption and obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God.  ROMANS 8:19-21

Man—Woman—“Serpent”—________—“Serpent”—Woman—Man
         CREATED AS GOOD   JUDGED FOR SIN

The ____________________

The answer to the curse of sin is the curse of sin that was borne by The ______________ .

The _________________



A WONDERFUL OFFER
Being a Christian isn’t based on membership in a local church or keeping a set of rules. It involves a personal 
relationship with Jesus Christ and an understanding of who He is and what He has done to provide man 
with a way to experience God’s love for us. Here's how to know Jesus Christ as your personal Savior:
1. Realize that you are sinful and separated from God. (Romans 3:23; Isaiah 53:6)
2. Recognize that the penalty for your sin is death—eternal separation from God and all that is good. 
(Romans 6:23; Hebrews 9:27)
3. Understand that Jesus Christ took the penalty for your sin by dying in your place and that He rose again. 
(Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21)
4. Receive the free gift of salvation by trusting in Christ alone as your Savior. (Romans 4:4-5; Ephesians 2:8-9)
“For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not 
perish, but have eternal life.” (John 3:16 NASB) You can use this prayer to express your decision to God:
“Dear God, I know that I am a sinner. I believe that Jesus Christ died on the cross for me and rose from the 
dead. I trust in Him alone as the only way to get right with You. Thank You for the forgiveness of sins and the 
eternal life I now have. Amen.” SERMON BLANKS:  SIN, PROMISE, PROVISION, SAVIOR

Ask the Holy Spirit to reveal His truth and 
wisdom as you go through this lesson. 

1. Read Genesis 3:14-24. Why is the third 
chapter of Genesis so important?

2. Why do you suppose God chose those 
specific consequences for Adam and for Eve?

3. How have you seen the effects of God's 
decrees here carried out in your life today? 

4. Read Romans 8:1-21. Why is salvation in 
Christ the only hope for us in our fallen state? 

5. What thoughts from the sermon were 
particularly insightful for you, and why?

6. What have you learned about God from 
the way He dealt with the first human sinners? 
How does that make you want to respond?

DEVOTIONAL & HOME GROUP STUDY
And the Lord God made for Adam and for
his wife garments of skins and clothed them.
GENESIS 3:21

“Adam and Eve had to decide whether God or
Satan was lying. They decided that God was.”
WILLIAM MACDONALD

“No matter how hard people try to do away 
with male dominion, agonizing labor, painful 
childbearing and death, these evils will 
continue because sin is present. They are 
fruits of sin.”
ALLEN ROSS

“First, all sin affects others. Eve’s sin affected 
Adam, and Adam’s sin affects the entire 
race. No one sins totally in private without 
ramifications in relation to others. All that we 
do or fail to do affects few or many in one 
way or another. Second, sin, once committed, 
can never be undone. Forgiveness can be 
experienced and fellowship restored, but 
history cannot be changed or erased. … Yet 
there is another side to both ramifications. 
Sin affects others, but so do grace and 
goodness. History cannot be erased, but 
the future can be different (better) because 
we learn the lessons of history. ... The Fall 
affected all human beings, bringing depravity 
and death, and it will always be the darkest 
hour of all human history; yet where sin 
abounded, grace superabounds, and the 
one who does the will of God abides forever 
(Rom 5:20; 1 Jn 2:17).”
CHARLES RYRIE

“Ironically, when the human race, created like 
God (cf. 1:26), sought to ‘be like God’ (3:5-7),
they found themselves after the fall no longer 
with God. As such, happiness does not consist
of being like God as much as it does being 
with God (cf. Ps 16:11).”
JOHN SAILHAMER

David Dorsey, The Literary Structure of the Old Testament, p. 50

THE LITERARY STRUCTURE OF GENESIS 2:4—3:24
A: Creation of man: his happy relationship with the earth and his home in the garden where
     he has freely growing food and access to the tree of life (2:4-17)
 B: Creation of woman: her happy relationship with man (2:18-25)
  C: Deceit by the Serpent: in conversation with the woman (3:1-5)
   X: The sin and God’s uncovering (3:6-13)
  C’: Punishment of serpent: its spoiled relationship with the woman (3:14-15)
 B’: Punishment of woman: her spoiled relationship with man (3:16)
A’: Punishment of man: his spoiled relationship with the earth and expulsion from his home
      in the garden; he will now have to toil to secure food and will no longer have access to
      the tree of life (3:17-24)


