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I. God created people to be fruitful and multiply.

  A. People can be fruitful and multiply through a godly A. People can be fruitful and multiply through a godly ____________________ . . 

  B. People can be fruitful and multiply through a godly B. People can be fruitful and multiply through a godly __________________ . . 

II. God created people to exercise dominion over creation.

    A. To have dominion over creation implies that there is some A. To have dominion over creation implies that there is some ____________ to be done. to be done.

  B. To have dominion over creation implies that we need to be good   B. To have dominion over creation implies that we need to be good ___________________ of what God has entrusted of what God has entrusted
   into our care.    into our care. 

  C. To have dominion over creation means that God designed nature to   C. To have dominion over creation means that God designed nature to _____________ man. man.
   And God said, “Behold, I have given you every plant yielding seed that is on the face of all the earth, and every tree with seed 
   in its fruit. You shall have them for food. And to every beast of the earth and to every bird of the heavens and to everything that
   creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath of life, I have given every green plant for food.” And it was so. And God saw
   everything that he had made, and behold, it was very good. And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day.  vv. 29-31

God's Purpose for People
GENESIS 1 :28-30

Conduct yourself in a manner worthy of the King!
Be a good steward of what God has placed under your charge. 

Be dependent upon the Holy Spirit to accomplish His purpose. 

CONCLUSION:

God created people to reflect His image, reproduce a godly heritage
and exercise dominion over creation.

Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness.
And let them have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over

the livestock and over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.”  GENESIS 1:28



Ask the Holy Spirit to reveal His truth and wisdom as you go through this lesson. 

1. Read Genesis 1:24-31. In what ways do people at times exalt creation over humans?

2. What does it look like to practice being a 
faithful steward over creation?

3. The pastor said in the sermon that having 
dominion implies there is work to be done. 
What work has God specifically given you
to accomplish?

4. Our mandate from God to have dominion 
refers to nature, not people. Instead of 
attempting to mandate our will on a fallen 
culture of people ruled by Satan, we influence 
it for Christ, since only He can make all things 
new and redeem the lost. So what should 
influence in the culture around us look like?

5. Being fruitful is not necessarily achieved 
through physical offspring, but also the 
heritage of spiritual influence on those around 
you. What heritage do you strive to leave 
behind you, and with whom?

6. How can you be a better steward of what 
God has placed under your charge, with the 
help of the Holy Spirit?

A WONDERFUL OFFER
Being a Christian isn’t based on membership in a local church or keeping a set of rules. It involves a personal 
relationship with Jesus Christ and an understanding of who He is and what He has done to provide man 
with a way to experience God’s love for us. Here's how to know Jesus Christ as your personal Savior:
1. Realize that you are sinful and separated from God. (Romans 3:23; Isaiah 53:6)
2. Recognize that the penalty for your sin is death—eternal separation from God and all that is good. 
(Romans 6:23; Hebrews 9:27)
3. Understand that Jesus Christ took the penalty for your sin by dying in your place and that He rose again. 
(Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21)
4. Receive the free gift of salvation by trusting in Christ alone as your Savior. (Romans 4:4-5; Ephesians 2:8-9)
“For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not 
perish, but have eternal life.” (John 3:16 NASB) You can use this prayer to express your decision to God:
“Dear God, I know that I am a sinner. I believe that Jesus Christ died on the cross for me and rose from the 
dead. I trust in Him alone as the only way to get right with You. Thank You for the forgiveness of sins and the 
eternal life I now have. Amen.”

DEVOTIONAL & HOME GROUP STUDY

SERMON BLANKS:  marriage, heritage, work, stewards, serve

“Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth 
and subdue it, and have dominion over 
the fish of the sea and over the birds of 
the heavens and over every living thing 
that moves on the earth.”
GENESIS 1:28

“This verse explains that God’s purpose 
in creating human beings was that they 
should rule over the animal world, indeed, 
over the rest of His creation. When Adam 
and Eve fell (3:6), they took themselves 
out from under God’s authority and put 
themselves under Satan’s authority. Today, 
Satan is the authority under whom Adam 
and Eve’s descendants live. Nevertheless, 
God promised to raise up a descendant 
of the woman (Eve) who would conquer 
Satan and thereby enable mankind to 
fulfill the commission to rule under God's 
authority (3:15). In time, this Seed proved 
to be Jesus Christ, who will one day 
return to earth to subdue His enemies and 
rule over the creation, thus fulfilling this 
commission. This is really the story of the 
Bible from Genesis to Revelation.”
TOM CONSTABLE

“The ‘submission’ implied in Genesis 1:28 
is that of the earth to man—not of man 
to other men. This definition seems to 
be the most in keeping with the Bible’s 
perspective on government and society. 
... While making scriptural laws into civil 
laws sounds fine in theory, we find that the 
human beings who have to enforce those 
rules are not so infallible. Attempting to 
force people to adhere to Christian ideas 
when they have no personal relationship 
with Christ is futile (1 Cor 2:14). Worse, it 
leads to abuses and excesses that are then 
blamed on the Bible rather than on fallible 
people. History makes the reality of this 
problem abundantly clear.”
MULTIPLE AUTHORS, GotQuestions.org


