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Consequences of a Divided Heart 
1 Samuel 31 

 
1 Samuel 16:7b For the LORD sees not as man sees: man looks on the outward appearance, but the LORD 
looks on the heart. 
 
Heart – the source of affections, devotions, and commitments from which our choices are made 
 
Destruction of the Dynasty                           31:1-7 
 
Death: Fleeing from the Jezreel Valley, Israel was defeated and Saul’s three sons were killed. 
Despair: Saul, mortally wounded, chose to take his own life.  
Defeat: The Philistines occupied the northern portion of Israel as Israelites became war refugees.  

 
Saul’s refusal to repent and obey sealed his own condemnation. 

Respond to grace with ___________________, which opens your heart to God’s presence. 
 
Dishonor                      31:8-10 
 
Disgrace: The bodies of Saul and his sons lie unprotected on the battlefield. 
Abuse: The Philistines strip and decapitate the bodies and display them on the city wall. 
Mockery: God is mocked as war prizes are displayed in the temples of false gods.  
 

Prioritizing his own honor, Saul _______________ the commands, institutions, and people of God. 
Respond to grace by seeking the honor of God, which opens your heart to God’s will. 

 
Grief and Mourning                   31:11-13 
 
Danger: Valiant men of Jabesh-Gilead risk their lives to recover the bodies of Saul and his sons. 
Burial: The bodies are partially cremated and then buried with honor in Jabesh-Gilead. 
Fasting: The last consequence of Saul’s leadership is a nation fasting in grief. 
 
 

Saul died for his breach of faith, regularly closing his heart to God, and all Israel suffered.  
Respond to grace by ____________ your heart, which opens your heart to God’s transforming work. 
 

Divinely wrought character change is God’s goal for His people.  It starts in the heart. 
 

Search me O God, and know my heart! Try me and know my thoughts! 
And see if there be any grievous way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting! Psalm 139:23-24 

 
 

Key: obedience, dishonored, examining 



 

David – The Early Years – 1 Samuel 31 

April 27-28, 2022 
 

1 SAMUEL 12:24-25  “Only fear the LORD and serve him faithfully with all your heart. For consider what 

great things he has done for you. But if you still do wickedly, you shall be swept away, both you and your 
king.” 

 
1 SAMUEL 28:16-19  And Samuel said, “Why then do you ask me, since the LORD has turned from you 

and become your enemy? The LORD has done to you as he spoke by me, for the LORD has torn the 

kingdom out of your hand and given it to your neighbor, David. Because you did not obey the voice of 
the LORD and did not carry out his fierce wrath against Amalek, therefore the LORD has done this thing 

to you this day. Moreover, the LORD will give Israel also with you into the hand of the Philistines, and 

tomorrow you and your sons shall be with me. The LORD will give the army of Israel also into the hand of 
the Philistines.” 

 
2 SAMUEL 1:19  “Your glory, O Israel, is slain on your high places! How the mighty have fallen!” 

 

ISAIAH 30:18  Therefore the LORD waits to be gracious to you, and therefore he exalts himself to show 
mercy to you. For the LORD is a God of justice; blessed are all those who wait for him. 

 

ACTS 13:21-23  “Then they asked for a king, and God gave them Saul the son of Kish, a man of the tribe of 
Benjamin, for forty years. And when he had removed him, he raised up David to be their king, of whom 

he testified and said, ‘I have found in David the son of Jesse a man after my heart, who will do all my 
will.’ Of this man's offspring God has brought to Israel a Savior, Jesus, as he promised.”  

 

1 CHRONICLES 10:13  So Saul died for his breach of faith. He broke faith with the LORD in that he did not 
keep the command of the LORD, and also consulted a medium, seeking guidance.  

 
 


