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WEEK ELEVEN HANDOUT – The Son of God as Shepherd                        BAND OF BROTHERS 2020 
 

Key Verse: “I lay down my life for the sheep…” 
– John 10:15 ESV 

 
• Blind guides – John 9:40-41  

- Jesus has just finished a confrontation with the Pharisees 
- He has exposed them for what they are: Spiritually blind 
- And this is not the only time Jesus has made this accusation  

 
“…ignore them. They are blind guides leading the blind, and if one blind person guides 
another, they will both fall into a ditch.” – Matthew 15:14 ESV 

 
o These men promoted themselves as shepherds 
o But they were lousy leaders 
o They were the blind leading the blind 
o But they were too arrogant to recognize it 

-  
- What drove His anger with them was His heart for the people 

 
Jesus saw the huge crowd as he stepped from the boat, and he had compassion on them 
because they were like sheep without a shepherd. So he began teaching them many 
things. – Mark 6:34 NLT 
 

• Shepherdless sheep – John 10:1-5 
“Truly, truly, I say to you, he who does not enter the sheepfold by the door but climbs in by 
another way, that man is a thief and a robber.” – John 10:1 ESV 
 
- Jesus is setting up a contrast 
- The good shepherd versus the bad shepherd 
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o The bad shepherd 
§ Looks the part, but don’t be fooled 
§ He’s a thief, a robber, and a stranger 
§ He cares nothing about the sheep 
§ He is self-serving and self-promoting 

 
Ezekiel 34:2-6 NLT 
Son of man, prophesy against the shepherds, the leaders of Israel. Give them this 
message from the Sovereign LORD: What sorrow awaits you shepherds who feed 
yourselves instead of your flocks. Shouldn’t shepherds feed their sheep? You drink the 
milk, wear the wool, and butcher the best animals, but you let your flocks starve. You 
have not taken care of the weak. You have not tended the sick or bound up the 
injured. You have not gone looking for those who have wandered away and are 
lost. Instead, you have ruled them with harshness and cruelty. So my sheep have 
been scattered without a shepherd, and they are easy prey for any wild animal. 
They have wandered through all the mountains and all the hills, across the face of 
the earth, yet no one has gone to search for them. 

 
o The good shepherd 

§ There had not been a decent shepherd in Israel for centuries 
§ The last prophet had been Malachi 
§ And here is the last thing he had written more than 400 years earlier 

 
“Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the great and awesome day of the 
Lord comes. And he will turn the hearts of fathers to their children and the hearts of 
children to their fathers, lest I come and strike the land with a decree of utter 
destruction.” – Malachi 4:5-6 ESV 
 
§ Partially fulfilled in John the Baptist 

 
“Do not be afraid, Zechariah, for your prayer has been heard, and your wife Elizabeth 
will bear you a son, and you shall call his name John…And he will turn many of the 
children of Israel to the Lord their God, and he will go before him in the spirit and 
power of Elijah, to turn the hearts of the fathers to the children, and the disobedient 
to the wisdom of the just, to make ready for the Lord a people prepared.” – Luke 
1:13-17 ESV 

 
• The right kind of shepherd – John 10:6-16 

- The rhetoric of Jesus escaped the Pharisees 
 

This figure of speech Jesus used with them, but they did not understand what he was 
saying to them. – John 10:6 ESV 
 

- So, He began to explain His role as the Shepherd of Israel 
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o “I am the door of the sheep” – vs 7 
§ Jesus provides access-ability 

- He is the means of ingress and egress 
 

“I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one can come to the Father except 
through me.” –  John 14:6 NLT 

 
§ He was offering freedom 

 
“So if the Son sets you free, you are truly free.” – John 8:36 NLT 
 
- Salvation in Christ is liberating, not restrictive 
- It is rewarding, not repressive 

 
The Lord is my shepherd; I have all that I need. He lets me rest in green 
meadows; he leads me beside peaceful streams. He renews my strength. He 
guides me along right paths, bringing honor to his name. 

 
§ But the scribes and Pharisees were more like thieves than shepherds 

 
The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life 
and have it abundantly. I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down 
his life for the sheep. – John 10:10-11 ESV 
 
- We usually apply the term “thief” to Satan 
- But Jesus is talking about the religious leaders 
- They were guilty of stealing, killing, and destroying 

 
Thus says the Lord God, Behold, I am against the shepherds, and I will require my 
sheep at their hand and put a stop to their feeding the sheep. No longer shall the 
shepherds feed themselves. I will rescue my sheep from their mouths, that they 
may not be food for them. – Ezekiel 34:10 ESV 
 

§ The Good Shepherd is selfless 
“…the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a 
ransom for many.” – Mark 10:45 ESV 
 

§ The Good Shepherd is willing to sacrifice everything 
…the man Christ Jesus, who gave himself as a ransom for all… – 1 Timothy 2:5-6 
ESV 
 

o “I am the good shepherd” – vs 14 
§ Jesus has an intimate relationship with His sheep 
§ They know Him and He knows them 
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§ And He is willing to die for them 
§ His sheepfold includes other sheep 

 
And I have other sheep that are not of this fold. I must bring them also, and they 
will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd. – John 10:16 ESV 
 
- This would includes both Jews and Gentiles 
- Paul talks about this in his letter to the Galatians 

 
For you are all children of God through faith in Christ Jesus. And all who have 
been united with Christ in baptism have put on Christ, like putting on new 
clothes.There is no longer Jew or Gentile, slave or free, male and female. For you 
are all one in Christ Jesus. – Galatians 3:26-28 NLT 
 

• A matter of authority – John 10:17-21 
For this reason the Father loves me, because I lay down my life that I may take it up again. 
– John 10:17 ESV 
 
- As the Good Shepherd, Jesus was willing to die for His flock 
- And God had given Him the authority to do so 

o “I lay down my life” 
§ God had give Jesus the right to give life 

“For as the Father raises the dead and gives them life, so also the Son gives life 
to whom he will.” – John 5:21 ESV 
 

§ But He also had the right to sacrifice His own life 
§ And He had the right to take it back up again 

Christ died for our sins, just as the Scriptures said. He was buried, and he was 
raised from the dead on the third day, just as the Scriptures said. – 1 Corinthians 
15:3-4 NLT 
 
He was handed over to die because of our sins, and he was raised to life to make 
us right with God. – Romans 4:25 NLT 
 

o How was this message received? 
“The sheep hear his voice, and he calls his own sheep by name and leads them 
out…” 
 
“A stranger they will not follow, but they will flee from him, for they do not know 
the voice of strangers.” – John 10:3, 5 ESV 
 
§ There was a division among the people 

- Some thought He was crazy (vs 20) 
- Others that he was legitimate (vs 21) 
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• The Shepherd and His flock – John 10:22-42 
 

At that time the Feast of Dedication took place at Jerusalem. It was winter, and Jesus was 
walking in the temple, in the colonnade of Solomon. – John 10:22-23 ESV 
 
- Jesus, the Jewish Messiah associated with the Gentile proselytes 

o Solomon’s Colonnade was located in the court of the Gentiles 
o It was the only place on the temple grounds where Gentile converts could gather 

- But He is immediately confronted by the Jewish religious leaders 
o They demand to know who He is 

 
So the Jews gathered around him and said to him, “How long will you keep us in 
suspense? If you are the Christ, tell us plainly.” – John 10:24 ESV 

 
o But Jesus knows they have no interest in Him as their Messiah 
o They do not believe because they are not His sheep 
o Rather than receive eternal life, they would die in their sins (John 8:21) 

- The Gentiles believed in Him (vs 42) 
- But the religious leaders attempt to stone Him (vs 31) 

 
• “I am the Son of God” 

- The religious leaders are angered that Jesus has claimed to be God 
 

“We’re stoning you not for any good work, but for blasphemy! You, a mere man, claim 
to be God.” – John 10:33 NLT 
 

- And Jesus does not deny it 
- Instead, He quotes from Psalm 82, which God refers to men as gods 

 
“I say, ‘You are gods; 
    you are all children of the Most High. 
But you will die like mere mortals 
    and fall like every other ruler.’” – Psalm 82:6-7 NLT 
 

- But consider the full context of Psalm 82 
 

“How long will you hand down unjust decisions 
    by favoring the wicked?  
Give justice to the poor and the orphan; 
    uphold the rights of the oppressed and the destitute. 
Rescue the poor and helpless; 
    deliver them from the grasp of evil people. 
But these oppressors know nothing; 
    they are so ignorant! 



 

©2020 KEN MILLER                                                               BAND of BROTHERS / A MINISTRY OF CHRIST CHAPEL BIBLE CHURCH  
  
 

6 

 

They wander about in darkness, 
    while the whole world is shaken to the core.” – Psalm 82:2-6 NLT 
 

- Jesus came to do what they had failed to do 
- He was offering deliverance to all those in need 
- He was the great “I am” 

o “I am the bread of life” – John 6:35 
o “I am the light of the world” – John 8:12 
o “I am the door of the sheep” – John 10:7 
o “I am the good shepherd” – John 10:11 
o “I am the Son of God” – John 10:36 
 

For Further Thought 
• The Son of God has chosen to be your Shepherd and has willingly laid down His life for you. 

How does this impact you and how can you best show your gratitude? 
• Read Luke 4:18-19. In what ways does this passage describe your condition prior to coming 

to faith in Jesus? 
• When was the last time you heard the voice of the Good Shepherd? How does He speak to 

you and how effectively do you listen when He does? 


